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rally allowed, that this is a time which demands the most
active vigour, the most invariable unanimity, and the most
diligent despatch; that nothing- can interrupt the course of
our common enemies but the wisest counsels, and the most
resolute opposition; and that upon our conduct at this
great conjuncture may probably depend the happiness and
liberty of ourselves, our allies, and our posterity.

All this, my lords, is allowed to be apparently and in-
disputably true ; I am, therefore, at a loss to-conceive what
can be the occasion of the debate in which some of your
lordships have engaged. As the causes of the calamities
which are said to threaten us are not assigned in the ad-
dress, we shall leave ourselves at full liberty to charge
them upon those who shall appear from future inquiries to
deserve so heavy an accusation.

If the ministers of the court have, by any inconstancy in
their measures, or folly in their negotiations, given an op-
portunity to the enemies of Europe to extend their influ-
ence, or endangered either our own interest, or that of our
allies; if they have by oppression or negligence alienated
from his majesty the affections of his people, or the confi-
dence of his confederates, nothing that is contained in the
address now before us can be produced by them in justifi-
cation of their conduct, or secure them from accusation,
censure, and punishment.

If the war, my lords, has been hitherto carried on with
clandestine stipulations, or treacherous compacts; if our
admirals have received orders to retire from the coast of
Spain, only to give our enemies an opportunity of invading
the dominions of the queen of Hungary, or have, without
directions, deserted their stations, and abandoned the pro-
tection of our commerce and our colonies; we shall, not-
withstanding this address, retain in our hands the privilege
of inquiring into their conduct, and the power, if it be
found criminal, of inflicting such penalties as justice shall
require.

I know not, therefore, my lords, upon what motives the
debate is continued, nor what objections they are which
hinder our unanimity, at a time when all petty contro-
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